
GIRDWOOD CHAPEL & ORTING UMC 
August 8, 2020 

Find us on Zoom: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/913097754 
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/girdwoodchapel  

 
Join us in-person in our parking lot Sundays at 10:30 (we will continue to livestream)! 
Masks and social spacing will be required. There will be no access to the building 
(including for restrooms). And please, bring your own communion elements. More 
information is in this week’s Chapel Chatter email (also linked on Facebook). 

  
Welcome to Girdwood Chapel 
 
Reminders for folks on Zoom - Please keep yourself muted on Zoom once the Facebook 
stream starts (this preserves our audio quality for those participating on Facebook)  
 
Reminders for everyone - preparing for online worship 

- Prepare yourself and your space (focus here, allow yourself this time for worship, 
spiritual connection, and centering) 

- Supplies you may want: a Bible, a candle, a notepad, and for communion some bread 
and juice or something similar. 

 
Please visit girdwoodchapel.com/worship - let us know you are here, let us know how we 
can be in prayer for you this week. There is also a link to our online giving page there. 

- On this page you will also find resources for children, families, and adults to continue to 
study and grow this week! 

 
Most of all, know you are welcome just as you are and invited to share in all parts of our 
worship. When we come to celebrating communion (on Zoom only), Pastor Nico will share 
further instructions and an invitation for us all to participate. When we say all, we mean ALL, 
because we believe God’s table is open to everyone, and so you are invited to participate in 
Holy Communion (Eucharist) which we celebrate weekly. 

   
 

Order of Sunday Worship (10:30am) 
 
Community Life & Announcements 
 
Communal Prayer (Rev. Alexa Eisenbarth) 

Gracious and loving God, we come to you as two peoples, as two communities, as 
many parts.  
 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/913097754
http://www.facebook.com/girdwoodchapel
http://www.girdwoodchapel.com/worship


We come to you, O God, at a time when what used to be held together is crumbling, 
exploding.  
 
We come to you, O God, remembering the family members who have been separated 
from one another by devastation, disease, death, and design.  
 
We come to you, O God, remembering the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagisaki 75 
years ago, and the explosion in Beirut just 5 days ago.  
 
We come to you, O God, after falling apart ourselves.  
 
Hold us together, we who are many, we who are shattered and scattered, we who feel 
like we are exploding and dissolving.  
 
Hold us together. Bind us to one another as we pray and read and tell stories and eat 
and drink together. Make us one by your mercy.  
 
Enlighten our eyes to see the faith we have to share from our fractured hearts.  
 
Embolden us to share it with purpose. We pray all these things in the name of your 
son and our brother, Jesus the Christ.  
 
Amen.  

 
Scripture: Romans 12:4-13 
 

For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord.[a] 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute 
to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 
For the Word of God in Scripture, the Word of God among us, and the Word of God within 
us, we say, thanks be to God. 

 
 
Introduction to our time of sharing (Rev. Alexa Eisenbarth) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-13&version=NRSV


 
As people of faith, we value vulnerability. The God we worship consistently chooses 
vulnerability in order to have relationship with us. Our response to that vulnerability, to that 
risk of telling the truth, is worship and devotion and compassion and justice. Our response to 
God’s vulnerability is discipleship - a venture of vulnerability in and of itself. God responds to 
our vulnerability by being a compassionate teacher, and listening ear, and source of 
constant love and presence.  
 
What this teaches us is that vulnerability is to be honored and valued. For vulnerability to 
continue, to be possible after taking the first risk, must be acknowledged and responded to. 
Those who have volunteered to share their faith with us this morning are doing something 
vulnerable, and brave. They each are sharing with us the ways in which God has been 
present and active in their life. So, after each person shares their story, I will invite us to 
respond together with a traditional call and response typically said after reading scripture. I 
will say, “this is the word of God for the people of God. And you all will say together, “thanks 
be to God.” We know that God’s word is living and active, and I invite you to express 
gratitude as you acknowledge one another’s God stories as sacred, as part of God’s 
neverending story of redemption.  

 
Lay story sharing: 
Girdwood: Terry Sherwood 
Orting: Lisa Martin 
 
Connection points this week: (GIRDWOOD) girdwoodchapel.com/worship for Zoom links 

- Our facility remains closed to all non-food pantry gatherings, but we remain connected! 
- Monday evening at 6:30pm Women’s Bible Study 
- Wednesday 8pm evening prayer in our parking lot, 15 minutes to close our day. 
- Chapel Children - parent check in this week about fall plans 

 
Connection points this week (ORTING) 
 
Invitation to Generosity 
Give online to Girdwood Chapel: www.girdwoodchapel.com/give  
Give online to Orting UMC: https://www.ortingumc.org/ and click on “Give” to access our PayPal! 
 
Benediction - (our Facebook broadcast ends here, you are invited to join as we continue on 
Zoom). 
 
Community Gathering on Zoom  
 
Community Sharing 

We will divide up into two groups, one of the people gathered in-person at Girdwood Chapel 
facilitated by Pastor Nico, and a second group of the people gathered on Zoom facilitated by 

http://www.girdwoodchapel.com/give
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Pastor Alexa. We will spend a few minutes together sharing along the following questions 
(you’re invited to continue your conversations after Sunday too!) 
1. Thinking back to the spiritual timeline exercise we did together, What is one place or one 

moment that shows up (or might show up) on your timeline?  
2. What have you learned by creating a spiritual timeline? 
3. When/where/how have you experienced God?  

 
Community Prayers (back together as a whole group) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Holy Communion 
All are invited to participate in this celebration of God’s grace, as Christ himself taught us and 
instituted around the table when he said: “Do this, in remembrance of me.” You do not need to 
go and purchase bread and grape juice or wine. Find a food that gives you life, and a beverage 
that brings you joy - ordinary food and drink is all Jesus reached for at his table. As we do every 
week, in person or now online, we share in remembering, in invoking God’s blessing, and in 
praying for the presence of the Holy Spirit to transform us and unite us. 
 
Sharing of Resources and Updates (a time for co-resourcing and information sharing for our 
community) 
 
Blessing and Sending 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God gives good things - that’s called grace 
 
Grace leads to a calling. Calling is not a cursed obligation or heavy burden. It is a freeing, 
meaningful, life-cultivating experience. 
 
 
God has given every single one of us gifts.  

- Apostles 
- Prophets 
- Evangelists 
- Shepherds 
- Teachers 

NOT just pastors. Every believer in the Body. 
 
Apostles are…awaken others to their own God given gifts, identity, and purpose. 
Changemakers 
 
Prophets: Reveal God’s heart, help others hear God’s voice 
 
Evangelists: are storytellers, inviters 
 
Shepherds: soul-healers. Fun- makers 
 
Teachers: light-givers.  
 
 
 


